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Rock Island, IL-- The Centennial Bridge Commission 
Building will get a new lease on life as a visitor’s 
center, thanks to a $43,342 Preserve America 
received by the City of Rock Island. 
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⇒ Constructing a new limestone sign in keeping with the Rock Island Landmark building. 
⇒ Advertising 
⇒ Design and construction drawings for ADA accessible entrance and restroom. 
⇒ Interpreting the national importance of the local transportation network as related to the Mississippi River 

and regional development. 
 
“It was a pleasure and a surprise to know that we received the grant,” said Alan Carmen, Rock Island Planning 
and Redevelopment Administrator.  “This was a nationally competitive grant, with hundreds of eligible 
communities.” 
 
The first round of Preserve America grants provided $3.5 million for projects in 28 states representing all regions 
of the country.  
 
Rock Island was named a Preserve America community in 2004.  It is the only Preserve America community in 
Illinois. 
 
Preserve America is a White House initiative that encourages and supports community efforts to preserve and 
enjoy our priceless cultural and natural heritage. The goals of the initiative include a greater shared knowledge 
about the nation’s past, strengthened regional identities and local pride, increased local participation in 
preserving the country’s cultural and natural heritage assets, and support for the economic vitality of our 
communities. 
 
More information on Preserve America, including a complete list of grant recipients, can be found at 
www.PreserveAmerica.govT. 
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